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Renaissance Study Guide

Vocabulary - Define each word using the glossary in the back of your textbook. To identify the people, you will need to look in the chapters or in the index for the specific page numbers.
1. Humanists





2. Perspective




3. Renaissance


4. Francesco Petrarch
5. Niccolo Machiavelli

6. Leonardo da Vinci

7. Michelangelo

8. Johannes Gutenberg

9. Desiderius Erasmus

10. Thomas More

11. William Shakespeare

Study Questions – Use your class notes to answer the following questions.

1. In which Italian city-state did the Renaissance begin?

2. How did northern Italian cities benefit from their geographic location?

3. What is humanism?

4. What were the ideas that the humanists adopted from the ancient Greeks and Romans?

5. What were the 4 subjects taught in the humanist schools?

6. Machiavelli was a very important writer during the Italian Renaissance.  What was the name of the book that he wrote? What was it about?

7. What was the new social order created in the Italian city-states during the Renaissance?

8. What family held power over Florence, Italy?

9. What wealthy group/person ruled over the city-state of Rome during the Renaissance?

10. How would Renaissance art be described?

11. Describe the works of Michelangelo.

12. What is perspective, and what does it add to painting?

13. Leonardo da Vinci was a true Renaissance man.  What else did he do besides create art?
14. What were some of the artistic works created by da Vinci?
15. Johannes Gutenberg created moveable metal type for the printing press in the 1440s.  What was the 1st book to be printed on his press?
16. How did ideas of the Italian Renaissance change as they were adopted in northern Europe?

17. Who was the most famous Christian Humanist?  What were his beliefs?
18. What two Flemish brothers were the 1st to use oil paints?
19. What was the name of the book written by Sir Thomas Moore?
20. The drawing of “Praying Hands” was done by what German artist?
21.  William Shakespeare wrote sonnets, poems, and plays.  Name some of his plays. 
Discussion Question – Answer the following in essay format. You should have an introduction, body, and conclusion.  

What was the “Renaissance?” How did the arts and literature of the Renaissance differ from those of the Middle Ages?

Describe how the Medici gained power in Florence and how they contributed to the Renaissance?
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