Name: ____________________________

Period:_____


India Study Guide
Map - Label the Indus River, Ganges River, Hindu Kush Mountains, Khyber Pass, Himalaya Mountains, and the Indian Ocean.
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Vocabulary - Define each word using the glossary in the back of your textbook. To identify the people, you will need to look in the chapters or in the index for the specific page numbers.
1. Asoka



2. Brahmins



3. Caste system



4. Dharma


5. Eightfold Path

6. Four Noble Truths

7. Karma

8. Monsoons

9. Nirvana

10. Raja

11. Reincarnation

12. Sanskrit

13. Siddhartha Gautama

14. Upanishads

15. Varnas

16. Vedas

Study Questions – Use your class notes to answer the following questions.
1. Describe both types of monsoons. Know what directions they come from.

2. What were the earliest civilizations in India called? Why were they considered advanced?
3. Who were the Aryans?  How were they able to migrate into India? What served as their main source of survival?
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Why do the Aryans, eventually, become vegetarians (or at least not eat beef)?

5. What is the oldest religious text still in use today?

6. What is the caste system? How did it affect the lives of those in ancient India?
7. Complete the chart showing the Indian caste system.
8. What is a person’s jati based on?
9. Who were “pariahs,” and what sort of tasks did they perform?

10. Name the 2 important Indian epics.

11. In Hinduism, what determines one’s cycle of reincarnation?

12. Is Hinduism monotheistic, polytheistic, monistic, or non-theistic?

13. What is dharma?

14. What is ahimsa?

15. In Hinduism, what river is sacred? What do people do at this river?

16. What is the ultimate goal of Hindus?

17. Who created Buddhism?

18. What was the Great Renunciation?

19. What are the Four Noble Truths?
20. What are the steps of the Eightfold Path?

21. What are stupas?

22. What are the two types of Buddhism? What does each believe?
23. What is the ultimate goal of Buddhists?

24. Who was Asoka? How was his transformation like that of the Buddha?

25. What were the Rock Edicts?

26. Which Indian ruler spread Buddhism throughout Asia?
27. Is Buddhism monotheistic, polytheistic, monistic, or non-theistic?

28. What was the official religion of the Gupta Empire?

29. What is a golden age? Under which empire did India enter her golden age or classical period?
30. What sort of mathematical advances occurred during the Gupta Dynasty?

31. What sort of medical advancements occurred during the Gupta Dynasty?
Discussion Question – Answer the following in essay format. You should have an introduction, body, and conclusion. Compare and contrast Hinduism and Buddhism.
