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China Study Guide

Vocabulary - Define each word using the glossary in the back of your textbook. To identify the people, you will need to look in the chapters or in the index for the specific page numbers.
1. Acupuncture




2. Autocracy





3. Bureaucracy




4. Calligraphy





5. Cheng




6. Civil service

7. Confucius

8. Great Wall of China

9. Leveling

10. Liu Bang

11. Liu Ch’e

12. Oracle bones

13. Silk Road

14. Yang

15. Yin
Study Questions – Use your class notes to answer the following questions.
1. Around what river did ancient Chinese civilization develop?

2. What was the first dynasty in China?

3. Explain how oracle bones were used in ancient Chinese religion.

4. What was the Zhou king called in the Zhou Dynasty?

5. What is the idea that Chinese emperors had the right to rule handed down by heaven?

6. Who were given positions of power under the Zhou Dynasty?

7. Describe the legend of King Yu.
8. Who was the 1st emperor of the Qin Dynasty? What does his name mean?
9. What were some of the advancements that Shi Huangdi attempted to make in China after he came to power?

10. What is an autocracy? How did Shi Huangdi achieve this?

11. What was the greatest building achievement of the Qin Dynasty? How long is it?
12. What is so different about Liu Bang from most emperors?

13. What is the 400-year long period of Chinese prosperity and stability called?

14. Under Wu Ti, a new way of finding government officials was started.  What was this new method?

15. Who were the mandarins?

16.  Describe the philosophy of legalism. What dynasty adhered to this set of ideas?

17. Who created the philosophy of Confucianism?  

18. What were the main concerns of Confucius?

19. According to Confucianism, what would happen if people DID NOT accept their role in life?
20. How is Confucianism reflected in Chinese society today?

21. What are the 5 relationships where ethics should be the governing body?

22. What are ethics?

23. Which dynasty accepted and used Confucianism?

24. Who created Taoism?

25. What was the name of the book in which Taoist ideas were written?

26. What are the 6 acts that all Taoists should do?

27. How could a person practice both Taoism and Confucianism?

28. Describe the yin.

29. Describe the yang.
30. Which Indian religion exists in China?
31. What were the major innovations created by the Chinese that affected their lives and economy?

32. Where does silk come from?

33. What was the name of the trade routes established between the east and west?

Discussion Question – Answer the following in essay format. You should have an introduction, body, and conclusion. How did Qin Shi Huangdi achieve power and create an autocracy? What was he obsessed with? What were some of his dynasty’s achievements?
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